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In - Between Object and Shadow
-Solo Exhibition of Jiang Ji'an

Curator: Bao Dong

Exhibition Period: 2016.10.16 - 12.04

Opening: 3:00 p.m., October 16th, 2016

Venue : Asia Art Center (Beijing)

Address: Dashanzi 798 Art Dist., No.2, Jiuxianqiao Rd., Chaoyang Dist.
Organizer: Caissa Culture Communication/ www.caissaart.com info@caissaart.com

Organizer : Asia Art Center/ www.asiaartcenter.org beijing@asiaartcenter.org

Caissa Culture Communication and Asia Art Center are honored to announce “In-Between
Object and Shadow -Solo Exhibition for Jiang Ji'an” to be held from Oct.16 to Dec.4 at Asia

«

Art Center. This is the artist's first solo exhibition since 2009's“Two Room Flat.”

Jiang Ji'an's art can be summed up as representation in which he engages upon systems of
representation. His artworks present modes of re-presentation as re-presentational content.
In each phase of his art practice, which has gradually expanded its scope from the beginning
of the 90's all the way to the present, the artist highlights the issue of re-presentation
synecdochially through specific examples. He generates a cogitative dimension through
intuitive visual experience. Hence, the art he makes is characterized by sensory introspection
and self-referential reflection. It regards "reality” as a pre-established order. Therefore he

treats the "real" as a kind of art whose status is pending.

Two Room Flat was an installation made by the artist between 2007 and 2009. Using
black-and-white drawing technique he covered a two-room space and everything in it with
shading effects commonly seen in painting. He assimilates “reality” to his painterly, trompe
l'oeuil re-presentation, yet his purposefully disordered relations between light and shadow
continuously cause the spectator to doubt this re-presentation of "reality". Jiang Ji'an's
paintings transport us into the mutually derived relations among medium, image and object.
For example: silk fiber is rendered into colored ink; this ink, in turn, is used to depict a
silk-scroll painting upon silk fabric; the residue of the silk from ink-making is then used to
make a miniature model of the depicted object, constituting a poetics of palindromes.

In his most recent paintings, this kind of "re-presentational poetics" has introduced an even
richer vocabulary. Footprints of cranes, shadows of trees, shapes of bugs—all these
visualizations of traditional Chinese pictorial themes are depicted as silhouettes across a
wrinkled piece of silk cloth, which is itself a depiction. At the same time, these silhouettes
help give form to a trompe I'oeuil effect whereby one piece of silk fabric seems to overlap
another. Not only do they constitute traditional images, but they're also shapes of objects in

the painting, as well as a re-presentational means.
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This exhibition emphasizes Jiang Ji'an's grasp of the relationship between objects and their
re-presentation, that is to say, between the object and its "shadow". The object isn't the basis
for the shadow, and the shadow is not a substitute for the "object". People think they're
looking at the truth, whereas they've only encountered a shadow: we can “correspond to the

object” (yingwu), yet can only engage in an “encounter with its shadow” (huiying)

About the Artist

Jiang Ji'an, 1967 born in Yantai, 1992 Master Degree in China Central Academy of Fine Arts.
Now Resident in Beijing. Works has been collected by Newark Museum (USA), Busan
Cultural Center (Korea), Macao Museum of Art (China), CAFA Art Museum (China), and so on.
Vital Solo Exhibition includes 2016 In-between Object and Shadow - Solo Exhibition for Jiang
Ji'an organizers by Caissa Culture Communication and Asia Art Center. 2009 Two Room Flat,
North Latitude 40°Community in Wangjing, Beijing. 2007 Jiang Ji'an Solo Exhibition, K Space.
Vital Group Exhibitions includes 2016 Being and Inking - Documenting Contemporary Ink
Art, Redtory Museum of Contemporary Art, Guangzhou. 2015 Epoch Writing - Chinese
Contemporary Art invitational Exhibition = The First Round, Epoch Art Museum, Wenzhou.
2015 Cultural Context - Chinese Contemporary art Exhibition, coopculture, Saluzzo, Italy.
Post - Calligraphy in Chinese Contemporary Art, Kunst museum, Bonn, Germany. 2014 The
Exhibition of Annual of Contemporary Art of China, Beijing Minsheng Art Museum, Beijing.
2014 Forum on Future Returns: Contemporary Art from China, Eli and Edythe Broad Art
Museum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, USA. 2013 Pulse Reaction - An Exchange
Project on Art Practice, Times Museum, Guangzhou. 2013 Most conceptual ink painting
artists of the year by KUART. Artists of the year 2013 by The Beijing News. 2012 the 7th
Award of Art China the Nomination of ink. Be elected to Art Power 100 by L’OFFICIEL ART.
1998 DanQing Award, the 4th Chinese Painting Exhibition. 1987 Merit Award, China
International Annual Youth Art Exhibition.

About the Curator

Bao Dong, who lives and works in Beijing, belongs to a new generation of art critics and
independent curators in China. Born in 1979 in Anhui Province, Bao Dong graduated in 2006
with a Master's degree from the Art History Department of the Sichuan Academy of Fine Arts.
From 2005 until the present, he has curated countless exhibits for a wide array of art
institutions, including Ullens Center for Contemporary Art, Shanghai Minsheng Art Museum,
the Art Center at Chulalongkorn University (Bangkok), Guangdong Times Museum, A4
Contemporary Arts Center, etc. Previously he's been invited to attend a number of academic
forums and research projects, and has given various short-term lectures and seminars in art
colleges all over China. In 2014, he was awarded an art fellowship by the Asian Cultural
Council (ACC). In that same year, he was shortlisted as a nominee for the Independent Vision
Curatorial Award of Independent Curators International (ICI).
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